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The Beneficial Summary 

Explaining the Proofs for the Categories of Tawheed 

Part One 

Shakyh Abdur-Razzaq ibn 'Abdul Muhsin al-Badr (May Allah preserve them both) 
In the Name of Allah, The Most Merciful, The Bestower of Mercy- 
All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds; and eventual success is for the pious; and may 
peace and blessings be upon the imam of the messengers, and the chosen one of the Lord of 
the Worlds, our Messenger Muhammad, and upon all of his family and his companions. 

This is a short treatise and a few pages, explaining some of the clear evidences and proofs for 
the categories of tawheed 1 , and the validity of dividing it into three categories: Tawheed ar- 
Ruboobiyyah (the oneness of Allah's lordship), Tawheed al-Uloohiyyah (the oneness of Allah's 
worship), and Tawheed al-Asmaa ' was-Sifaat (the oneness of Allah's names and attributes). I 
summarised it from my book 2 in which I refuted those who reject this categorisation, in order 
to fulfil the wish of a number of honourable people. I ask Allah to make this summary and the 
original of benefit, by His favour and His generosity. 

A Short Explanation of the Categories of Tawheed 

The First Category: Tawheed ar-Ruboobiyyah (The Oneness of Lordship) - It is the 

affirmation that Allah, exalted is He, is the Lord of everything; its owner, creator, and 
provider; that He is the one who gives life and death; the one who causes benefit and harm; the 
only one who can answer supplications at times of need; the one who has control of 
everything, and every good is in his hand; the one who is able to do everything; He has no 
partner in any of this, and this category includes belief in predestination. 

1 Translator's Footnote: Tawheed is the verbal noun derived from the Arabic verb wahhada 
yuwahhidu, meaning to unify, or to affirm something to be one and unique. In Islamic 
terminology, it refers to the affirmation that Allah is one and alone in His lordship, as well as 
names and attributes, and that He is alone in deserving of being worshipped. 

2 Translator's Footnote: The book is called al-Qawl as-Sadeedfee ar-Radd 'alaa Man Ankara 
Taqseem at-Tawheed - The True Statement in Refutation of the One Who Rejects the 
Division of Tawheed. 




The Second Category: Tawheed al-Asmaa' was-Sif oat (The Oneness of Names and Attributes) 

- It is the affirmation that Allah knows everything, and is able to do everything; that He is al- 
Hayy (The Ever-Living), al-Qayyum (The Sustainer of All), the one who is not overcome by 
slumber nor sleep; He has a will that is always carried out, and wisdom that is infinite; and that 
He is All-Hearing, All-Seeing; kind and merciful; over the throne He rose, and His dominion 
He has complete possession of; and that he is al-Malik, al-Quddoos, as-Salaam, al-Mu 'min, al- 
Muhaymin, al- Azeez, al-Jabbar, al-Mutakabbir - exalted is Allah above what they associate in 
partnership with him. This is in addition to the other perfect names and lofty attributes - 
believing firmly in them, without changing the meaning, denying them, asking how, or 
comparing them to those of His creation. 

The Third Category - Tawheed al-Ilaahiyyah 3 (The Oneness of Worship) - Its foundation is 
built upon pure devotion to Allah, exalted is He, in worship; including love, fear, hope, 
reliance, longing, and awe; supplicating to Him alone, and dedicating all acts of worship, both 
the external and internal aspects to Allah, who is alone and with no partner. Not one bit of 
these acts of worship are to be made for anyone other than Him; not for a noble, favoured 
angel, nor for a prophet sent [to mankind], let alone anyone else. This category of tawheed is 
that which is found within the statement of Allah, exalted is He, 'You alone we worship, and 
You alone we ask for help." It is the religion from beginning to end, inside and out, and it was 
the first thing that the messengers began their call with, and the last thing that they finished 
with. It is the meaning of laa ilaaha ill-Allah, since al-Ilaah is the god who is shown devotion, 
the one who is worshipped with love and fear, honour and glorification, and all of the other 
forms of worship. Because of this category of tawheed, creation was created, the messengers 
were sent, and the books were revealed. With this category, people are differentiated into 
believers and disbelievers, and into the happy people of Paradise and the wretched people of 
the fire. 

The Opposite of These Categories 

For each of these three categories, there is an opposite. Shaykh Hafiz al-Hakaml (may Allah 
have mercy on him) said: 

"So, if you have come to know that tawheed ar-ruboobiyyah is the affirmation that 
Allah exalted is He is the creator, provider, the giver of life and death, the one who 
controls all things, and causes all things that happen within his creation, without any 
partner in his dominion; then the opposite of this is for a person to believe in the 
existence of something else that does these things, along with Allah - those things that 
only Allah - Mighty and Majestic - is able to do. 



3 Translator's Footnote: The author uses a different term here, al-Ilhaahiyyah, compared to 
the previous term that he used, al- Uloohiyyah; these two terms are interchangeable, and both 
come from the Arabic word ilaah, meaning the one who is worshipped and shown devotion. 



And if you have come to know that tawheed al-asmaa ' was-sifaat is that Allah is called 
upon by those names which He has named himself with, and that He is described with 
those attributes that He and His Messenger Muhammad described 
him with, and that likening and comparing Him [to His creation] are negated with 
regard to him, then the opposite of this is two things, both of which can be described 
with the word ilhaad 4 : 

Firstly: to deny these [names and attributes] are for Allah, mighty and majestic, and to 
deny the attributes of his perfection, and the characteristics of his supremacy which are 
authentically established in the Quran and Sunnah. 

Secondly: Comparing the attributes of Allah, exalted is He, with the attributes of his 
creation, despite Allah saying, "There is nothing like him, and He is the all-Hearing, 
the all-Seeing." [ash-Shooraa 42:11], and that He said, "He knows what is before them 
and behind them, and they cannot encompass him in knowledge." [Ta-Ha 20:110] . 

Likewise, if you have come to know that tawheed al-uloohiyyah is to single out Allah, 
exalted is He, in all forms of worship, and to negate the worship of everything besides 
Allah, exalted and blessed; then the opposite of that is to divert some kind of worship 
to other than Allah, mighty and majestic, and this is the most common thing that the 
polytheists fell into, and it is the cause of the fighting and debate between every one of 
the messengers and their respective nations." 5 

Tawheed ar-Ruboobiyyah on its own is not enough 

Allah, exalted is He, quoted the polytheists in His book as being in agreement with the oneness 
of Allah in His lordship. He said: 

"Say, who provides for you from the heavens and the earth, and who possesses 
[control of] hearing and sight? And who brings out the living from among the dead, 
and takes the dead from among the living, and who controls all matters? They will say, 
it is for Allah. Say, will you not [then] fear Him! ?" [Yunus 10 131] 

And He said: 

"And if you were to ask them who created them, they would surely say, Allah." [az- 
Zukhruf 43:87] 



4 Translator's Footnote: Ilhaad is the word used in the Qur'an for those who deviate from, 
distort, and blaspheme the names of Allah. See: al-A'raaf 7:180. 

5 Ada'arij al-Qaboolby Shaykh Hafiz al-Hakaml, vol. 1, p. 418. 



And He said: 



"And if you were to ask them, who sends down rain from the heavens, and gives life by 
it to the earth after its death, they would surely say, Allah." [al-'Ankaboot 29:63] 

And He said: 

"Who is it that answers the one in desperate need when he calls out, and removes 
affliction, and makes you inheritors of the earth? Is there [another] god along with 
Allah? Little is it that you remember!" [an-Naml 27:62] 

So, they used to know Allah, and they used to know His lordship, His dominion, and His 
supremacy. Despite their knowledge, this affirmation of theirs did not suffice them, and did 
not save them. This was for no other reason but for the fact that they made partners with Him 
in the matter of the oneness of worship, which is the meaning of laa ilaaha il- Allah. For this 
reason, Allah said: 

"Most of them do not believe except that they make partners [with Allah] ." [Yusuf 
12:106] 

Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him and his father) said, "From their belief is that when 
it is said to them, 'Who created the heavens, and who created the earth, and who created the 
mountains?' They reply, Allah', while they are making partners [with Him]." 

'Ikrimah (may Allah have mercy on him) said, "You ask them who created them and who 
created the heavens and the earth? They say, 'Allah'. This is their belief in Allah, while they 
worship other than Him." 

Mujaahid (may Allah have mercy on him) said, "Their belief is their statement, 'Allah is our 
creator and our sustainer; and He causes our death. This is [their] imaan, along with shirk in 
their worship of other than him." 

'Abdurrahman ibn Zayd ibn Aslam (may Allah have mercy on him) said, "There is nobody 
who worships something else along with Allah except they have belief in Allah and they know 
that Allah is their Lord, and that Allah is their creator and sustainer; while they are associating 
partners with him. Do you not see that Ibrahim (peace be upon him) said, 'He said, 'Do you 
see that which you worship - You and your ancestors; Indeed, they are enemies to me, except 
the Lord of the Worlds' [ash-Shu' araa 26:75-77] • He knew that they worshipped the Lord of 
the Worlds along with the other things that they worshipped." 



He continued, "So, there is nobody who makes a partner with Allah except that he has belief in 
Him. Do you not see how the Arabs used to call out the talbiyyaW, 'I answer your call, O 
Allah, I answer your call! I answer your call - you have no partner! Except for a partner that 
You have; You own him and he owns nothing!" - The polytheists used to say this." 7 

Allah, exalted and blessed, said, "So do not set up rivals with Allah while you know." [al- 
Baqarah 2:22]. 

Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him and his father) said, "i.e., do not associate others 
with Allah in partnership - those rivals that do not benefit, nor do they harm - while you 
know that the one that the Messenger (may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
called you to have tawheed of is the truth, about which there is no doubt." 

Qataadah (may Allah have mercy on him) said, "i.e., you know that Allah created you, and 
created the heavens and the earth; then you set up rivals with him." 

Ibn-ul-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) reported from Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be 
pleased with him and his father), regarding the explanation of the statement of Allah, exalted is 
He, "All praise is for Allah who created the heavens and the earth, and made the darkness and 
the light; then those who disbelieve equate others with their Lord." [al-An'aam 6:1] : 
"Meaning, they equate others of My creation - stones and idols - with Me, after they affirmed 
belief in My blessings and My lordship." 8 

From the evidences for the polytheists' admission of the lordship of Allah from their own 
speech is the statement of Zuhayr ibn Abi Salmaa in his famous mu'allaq poem: 

So do not conceal from Allah that which is in yourselves; to hide it - for however 
much it is hidden, Allah knows it; 

It is deferred, put in a book, and stored; for a day of account - or brought forward, and 
avenged. 

Ibn Katheer (may Allah have mercy on him), after having quoted these two stanzas of poetry 
said, "So, this poet from the Age of Ignorance affirmed the existence of the creator, and His 



6 Translator's Footnote: The talbiyyah is the proclamation of Hajj and 'Umrah that the pilgrim 
makes frequently as they travel on their journey, the translation of which is, 'I answer your call, 
O Allah, I answer your call! I answer your call - you have no partner - I answer your call! All 
praise and blessings belong to You, as well as the dominion [of everything] - you have no 
partner. 

7 See: Jaami' al-Bayaan, vol. 13, pp. 77-79. 

8 Ighaathat-ul-Lahfaan by Ibn-ul-Qayyim, vol. 2, p. 226. 



knowledge of minute details, as well as affirming the resurrection, reward and punishment, 
and the writing of a person's deeds on scrolls that are [presented] on the Day of Judgement." 9 

Ibn Jareer (may Allah have mercy on him) said: 

"One of the poets of the Age of Ignorance recited: 

Lo! This young woman struck her half-blood 10 ! Lo! May the Most Merciful, 
My Lord, seize her hand! 

And Salamah ibn Jandal at-TuhawI said: 

You rushed to us, as we rushed to you; and whatever the Most Merciful wills is 
held back or set forth." 11 

The evidences for this [belief of theirs] are many, and yet despite this, they were polytheists, 
because they worshipped others besides Allah. 



9 Tafseer Ibn Katheer, vol. 4, p. 238. 

10 Translator's Footnote: The word used here is hajeen, and is a derogatory term for someone 
whose father is a free-man and mother is a slave. The poet is describing himself in this way, 
after he was allegedly struck in the face by a young woman from his adopted tribe who 
resented being called his sister. 

11 Jaami' al-Bayaan, vol. 1, p. 58. 



